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Poesis Studio’s information, 
capabilities, rates, portfolio, 
and more.

For more information, please 
visit poesiscreative.com or get 
in touch with us directly.



Welcome to Poesis Studio. 

From the Greek ποίησις: the act of making. 

Our practice exists at the intersection of art and design, developing 
human-centered brands through curiosity, study, and a spirit of 
play. A visual identity much more than a logo. It’s part of a larger 
language. At Poesis, we shape comprehensive visual narratives that 
give form to a fuller story.

The result: graphic identities that thrive by achieving our clients’ 
goals, exceeding their customers’ needs, and distinguished by 
thoughtful design and purposeful aesthetics.

This is what we will craft together.

Kind regards,

Maca Olsen 
Partner, Poesis Studio

Amanda Burtka 
Partner, Poesis StudioWelcome
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POESISCREATIVE.COM @POESISCREATIVE

Collaborating with clients to develop 
comprehensive graphic identities that 
set them apart. 

We are a graphic design 
and branding studio.
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Ira Glass is known to have said that 
“great stories happen to those who can 
tell them.” We work with clients that 
have a great story waiting to be told. 
All they need is the ability to recognize 
it and the talent to tell it well. 

And that’s where we step in. 

Under the creative direction of Maca 
Olsen and Amanda Burtka, we have 
assembled an exceptional team of 
award-winning photographers, writers, 
filmmakers, illustrators, and developers 
with whom we regularly collaborate to 
create comprehensive graphic identities 
that set our clients apart.

We craft cohesive visual identities for clients 
across a wide range of industries. 

Working in a variety of industries from higher 
education to hospitality, and from art and design 
institutions to food and beverage products, our 
objective at Poesis Studio is very simple: 
do good work, and make clients happy.
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We work at the intersection of art and design 
to develop human-centered brands. Our approach is 
rooted in a joy for learning, guided by wonder and a 
sense of play. When we loosen expectations and tinker 
with what design can be, our work lands in that lively 
space between the familiar and the freshly unexpected.
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Capabilities

Brand Architecture

Brand Audit

Brand Strategy

Content Strategy

Market Research

Naming

Positioning

User Experience

STRATEGY Copywriting

Illustration

Motion Graphic

Photography

Video

CONTENTPrototypes

UX / UI

Website Design

Website Development

Wireframing

DIGITALArt Direction

Brand Identity

Custom Typography

Editorial Design

Interiors

Iconography

Merchandise

Packaging

Print Collateral 

Product Design

Signage + Wayfinding

BRANDING
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Services & Rates
LOGO DESIGN

BRAND STYLE GUIDES

BRAND AUDIT + STRATEGY

FULL BRAND DEVELOPMENT

PRINTED COLLATERAL

SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING

WEBSITE DESIGN + DEVELOPMENT

ILLUSTRATION & ICONOGRAPHY

VIDEO PRODUCTION

HOURLY

$5-15K

$8-25K

$7-35K

$10-120K

$5-65K

$10-90K

$7-65K

$5-30K

$20-250K

$175/HR

Please note: this is not an exhaustive list 
of services, and rate ranges depend on 
scope and specific client needs. Detailed 
pricing and services can be provided upon 
requesting a formal proposal.
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Leadership

Under the creative direction of Maca Olsen 
and Amanda Burtka, Poesis Studio draws 
from over a decade of design and marketing 
services experience with dozens of clients 
across a broad range of industries.

MACA OLSEN

Maca is a partner and creative director 
at Poesis Studio. Her background 
includes years of experience executing 
management and creative services for a 
national consulting firm, in editorial 
positions at various publications, 
and managing fundraising campaigns for 
dozens of nonprofit organizations large 
and small. 

AMANDA BURTKA

Amanda is a partner and creative 
director at Poesis Studio. Her 
background includes years of experience 
as a copywriter, editor, and director of 
design, communications, and marketing 
for nonprofits, film and media 
production houses, and businesses of all 
sizes.  
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The best way to know if we’re the right fit 
for your project is to look at our past 
work. We undertake commissions selectively, 
with the expectation that the final work 
meet our own professional standards as well 
as those of our clients.

Select samples from our 
studio portfolio.
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The Berkeley Institute is a humanities center 
in Berkeley, California, gathering students and 
scholars devoted to deep intellectual exploration 
and the life of the mind. 

Berkeley 
Institute

The Berkeley Institute provides a space for scholars 
students of the UC Berkeley community to value 
their own intellectual life beyond coursework and 
professionalization, to take seriously intellectual 
commitments and questions, and to harness the 
possibilities of the community. 

Poesis Studio partnered with the Berkeley Institute 
to create an eclectic brand that reflects the cultural 
and social movements native to Berkeley, California, 
bringing all those traditions together into a fresh 
new aesthetic that feels uniquely welcoming and 
uniquely smart.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Editorial Design 
Logo Identity System
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O’Brien 
Greene & Co.

O’Brien Greene & Co. is a fiduciary investment 
management firm. From managing investment portfolios 
to trusts and estate planning, their long-standing 
family business serves a diverse group of personal and 
institutional clients. 

Drawing inspiration from exceptional stationary 
examples of the 60s and the natural beauty of the 
surrounding Delaware County, Pennsylvania, Poesis 
Studio developed a brand concept reflects the firm’s 
dignified history as well as its warm, trust- and 
relationship-driven ethos.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Logo Identity System 
Print Collateral 
Web Design & Development

Since 1969, O’Brien Greene & Co. has prided 
itself on its time-tested approach to investing—
one that always puts clients first.
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Casa Carmen

Located in Pennsylvania’s Brandywine Valley, Casa 
Carmen is a boutique family winery on a Quixotic quest 
for quality.

Essentially functioning as Casa Carmen’s marketing, 
design, and communications arm between 2019-2022, 
Poesis Studio managed all aspects of the winery’s 
graphic needs (from bottle packaging and merchandise 
to ad graphics and website management). 

Additionally, we directed its dozens of digital, 
social, and email marketing campaigns, leading its 
brand to regional and national recognition.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Brand Management 
Digital Advertising 
E-Commerece Website 
Email Marketing 
Logo Identity System 
Merchandise 
Print Collateral 
Product Packaging 
Signage + Wayfinding 
Social Media Marketing

A boutique family winery producing small lot 
craft wines and vermouth, Casa Carmen is an 
unpretentious place to drink well, eat well, and 
enjoy good company.
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Creed & 
Culture

Creed & Culture is the parent brand of a collection 
of philanthropic and creative initiatives, including 
grantmaking and book publishing. 

Poesis Studio developed a brand concept distinctly 
modern in its aesthetic approach while also firmly 
rooted in traditional design elements. Drawing 
inspiration from ancient Greek and Roman symbols, 
medieval illuminated manuscripts, Renaissance hand 
lettering, and early modern book covering and type 
specimens, we have crafted a brand rich with texture, 
form, and, meaning.

In short, the Creed & Culture brand is inspired by 
tradition without being weighed down by it.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Logo Identity System 
Print Collateral

Creed & Culture represents a collection of 
initiatives both philanthropic and creative, 
focused on philosophy, culture, and the arts. 
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Hilltop 
Flower Co.

Hilltop Flower Co. marries a love of flowers with 
a passion for well-made goods. Its garden-inspired 
approach to flower design celebrates quality, 
artistry, heritage, and craftsmanship and invites 
others to do the same. 

Poesis Studio developed a brand of whimsical logo 
marks, illustrations, and collateral for this beauty-
first business in the Brandywine Valley.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Logo Identity System 
Print Collateral 
Social Media Graphics 
Signage + Wayfinding

Hilltop Flower Co. offers seasonal flowers, 
custom arrangements, and a curated collection 
of heritage goods for the home.
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UC 
Berkeley

Housed in African American Studies at UC Berkeley, 
AAITI aims to explore the gamut of Black creative 
engagement with the classics through courses, events, 
podcasts, fellowships, grants and more. 

From Phillis Wheatley’s poems about the Bible, to 
Harlem Renaissance stagings of Shakespeare’s plays, 
from Dante’s influence over Ralph Ellison’s works, to 
Romare Bearden’s 1977 Black Odyssey paintings, AAITI 
explores important connections that comprise a shared 
cultural heritage.

Poesis Studio helped refine the initiative’s 
messaging, style, graphic identity, and art direction 
through multiple media.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Logo Identity System 
Podcast Graphics 
Poster Design

AAITI is a humanities initiative at UC Berkeley 
exploring how African American intellectual 
and artistic work has related to, embraced or 
discarded the texts of classical education.
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Sabi
Psychotherapy

he brand draws on the philosophy of Sabi — finding 
beauty in the imperfect and impermanent — to 
communicate a compassionate, thoughtful perspective on 
mental and emotional care. 

For this engagement, we developed a comprehensive 
visual identity and narrative system that reflects the 
practice’s depth, warmth, and therapeutic integrity, 
creating a brand that resonates with clients seeking 
meaningful change.

SERVICES

Brand Development 
Website Design

SABI Psychotherapy is a private practice rooted 
in a holistic, human-centered approach to 
healing and transformation.
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Poesis’ creative director Maca Olsen and 
philosophy scholar Dr. Anna Sitzmann [faculty, 
St. John’s College] posed a playful challenge to 
themselves: is there a way in which the process 
of collaging might resemble that of learning?

St. John’s College
Just as a liberal arts student dissects texts, examining 
each word and argument closely in order to apprehend it 
more clearly, so too does the collagist cut apart images 
and words, isolating them from their original contexts. 
This analytical phase is vital, for it allows one to see 
with fresh eyes, free from the constraints of preconceived 
meanings. Yet, analysis alone is not sufficient. The next 
step, synthesis, mirrors the collagist’s task of gluing 
disparate pieces into a new, coherent whole.

In this creative act of reconstruction, the learner, like 
the artist, may draw upon intuition and imagination as well 
as reasoning, forging connections and deriving meanings. 
Through this dynamic interplay of analysis and synthesis, of 
cutting and gluing, one may learn to see old things anew.

This playful challenge set their minds to work. Having 
long admired Oliver Byrne’s 1847 illustrations of 
Euclid’s Elements, they began to make connections between 
mathematical propositions, literary passages, and historical 
portraits of great authors around specific “opening 
questions” brough forth from a text. 

SERVICES

Commissioned graphic art 
poster series
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The Wine 
Collective

Established in 2019, The Wine Collective blazed the 
trail as Baltimore’s first urban winery and pintxos 
bar. Inspired by their traditional yet somewhat punk 
approach to winemaking, we collaborated to develop a 
brand identity that reflects the daring combination of 
old-world craft and new-world tech.

Operating as The Wine Collective’s marketing, design, 
and communications arm between 2019-2022, Poesis 
Studio managed all aspects of The Wine Collective’s 
graphic needs (from bottle packaging and merchandise 
to ad graphics and website management), and directed 
its dozens of digital, social, and email marketing 
campaigns, leading its brand to national acclaim with 
features at Forbes, Wine & Spirits Magazine, Imbibe 
Magazine, Conde Nast Traveler, FOX News, MSN, CBS, and 
many others.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Brand Management 
Content Strategy 
Digital Advertising 
E-Commerce Website 
Email Marketing 
Illustration 
Label Design 
Logo Design 
Packaging 
Photography 
Print Collateral 
Social Media Marketing

At The Wine Collective, built in an old 
warehouse in Baltimore City, the ancient 
tradition of viticultural collaboration collides 
with the daring innovation of modern 
garagistes.
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Vermú 
Vermouth

Poesis Studio worked with The Wine Collective to 
develop the packaging, messaging, product release 
(including Instagram reels), and screen print designs 
for this easy-drinking cocktail in a bottle. Later, 
we worked with them to develop the label design for a 
canned spritzer version, called Vermutino.

The illustrated Vermú mark was designed to evoke 
the way this vermouth transports the imbiber to a 
whimsical place, with a nod to Baltimore’s spirit 
animal, the flamingo, and a mythical “Boozy Lady” as 
the central cast. 

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Content Strategy 
Email Marketing 
Illustration 
Label Design 
Logo Design 
Photography 
Social Media Marketing 
Video

Developed by The Wine Collective, Vermú 
Vermouth aims to bring this traditional Spanish 
aperitivo to the American market.
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Catherine 
Project

The Catherine Project is a nonprofit educational 
organization founded in order to provide substantive, 
person-to-person teaching on the Great Books.

We collaborated closely with its founder, Zena Hitz, 
in order to design a full brand identity system, 
with the final outcome of developing a detailed Brand 
Style Guide with logo mark variations, iconography, 
typographic details, color palettes, and more.

SERVICES

Art Direction 
Brand Development 
Logo Identity System 
Print Collateral

The Catherine Project is a community of 
learning, or a fellowship of people who learn for 
learning’s sake.
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Here are some exerpts of what others 
have said about our work and past 
collaborations.

What do people say about 
Poesis Studio?
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Breathtaking.

DR. CHIYUMA ELLIOTT

Award-Winning Poet 
Professor of African American Studies, UC Berkeley
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The design for our website went way beyond what I had 
envisioned, and showcased our work in a creative, fresh 
way that has delighted our existing clients and brought 
us new ones.

BETSY BOYKIN

Landscape Architect  
President, Core Studio Design [Baltimore]
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A boldly understated design 
that elevates both the artwork 
and the writing.
PETER NESBETT

Art Curator, Editor, Historian 
Director, Elizabeth Myers Mitchell Art Museum
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Poesis Studio created a brand that perfectly portrayed 
the feeling and ethos I was looking for but didn’t know 
how to express on my own. The whole process was 
engaging and visually stunning.

DANNIE WRIGHT

Horticulturalist  
Owner, Hilltop Garden Design
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I am absolutely blown away!
Your work is incredible.

DR. DENA FEHRENBACHER MUELLER

Lecturer in English, UC Berkeley 
Executive Director + Senior Fellow, Berkeley Institute
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Your work is amazing! I am absolutely thrilled. 
Everything looks beautiful, and the whole 
project feels more real.

ZENA HITZ

Founder, The Catherine Project 
Faculty, St. John’s College
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Masterfully executed, and for that, 
we are very thankful. Top quality 
work, once again.
ENRIQUE PALLARES

Managing Partner, The Wine Collective [Baltimore]
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Poesis Studio developed an in-depth understanding 
of my company, mission, client-characteristics, and 
preferences. The result was a successful, clear design 
approach that continues to serve my firm beautifully.

SAMANTHA HOLLOMON

Architectural Lighting Consultant 
Principal, Lightwork LLC
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Thank you.

For project inquiries, please contact info@poesiscreative.com



info@poesiscreative.com 
poesiscreative.com


